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The paper used for
sporting licenses and car-
cass tags has changed
from special stock

(Valeron), to plain paper.
This change modernizes

the license purchasing pro-
cess by allowing easier,

quicker access to licenses
and tags and offering at-
home license and tag
printing options for the in-

creasing number of hunt-
ers, trappers, and anglers
who purchase their li-
cense online.

Customers will still be
able to purchase their li-
censes and tags in-person
at an issuing agent,
online, or even over the
phone. Licenses and tags
purchased online will be
emailed to the license
holder so they can print
from home. Licenses and
tags purchased over the
phone will be emailed for
printing at home or
printed for the customer
at the point of sale.

Lifetime license holders
should also expect to re-
ceive their 2024-25 license
and tags on plain paper by

mail by September 1.
You will also have the

option to sign up for email
delivery of your lifetime li-
cense and tags by calling
(866)933-2257 beginning
in January 2025.

More information on this
change is available at
dec.ny.gov/regulator y/
permits-licenses/sporting-
and-use/sporting.
Backtags no longer re-
quired

As a result of the law
change, back tags are no
longer required while
hunting anywhere in New
York State.

Continued
on next page.

What’s new this hunting season?

“One Call” Does It All!!

• Personal • Business • Life • Health
• Bonds • Medicare Supplements

FIRE MARK INSURANCE
FINGER LAKES FIRE &

CASUALTY CO.
518-234-2121

LEWIS WILSON INSURANCE
518-234-2534

www.firemarkins.com
826 East Main St., Cobleskill

As an independent agency,
our customers are number

We work
for you!

“We’ll Take Care of All Your

“Our clients stay with us because we look at the
whole picture. We handle each customer personally.”

- Ray Gillis

Insurance Needs - Let Us Shop It For You”
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New Hunters: Learn
to hunt

For many novice hunt-
ers, the lack of an experi-
enced mentor can be a sig-
nificant obstacle to going
afield for the first time.

The challenges of learn-
ing where to go, how to
hunt effectively, or what to
do once you harvest an
animal, prevents many po-
tential hunters from at-
tempting or continuing to
hunt.

DEC now has a webpage
dedicated to helping new
hunters overcome these
barriers.

The Learn to Hunt Op-
portunities page on the
DEC website, https:on.ny

.gov/learntohunt, in-
cludes information on
Nest Step courses, the
Becoming an Outdoors-
Woman (BOW) program,
sponsored pheasant hunts,
and mentored hunts.
These programs help new
hunters develop the skills
they will need to be safe
and successful.
Non-lead Ammunition
Rebate Program—Go-
ing Statewide

DEC is partnering with
researchers to implement
a multiyear study to deter-
mine the reduction in
eagle deaths resulting
from use of non-lead am-
munition for deer hunting.
Researchers are offering a
rebate of up to $60 to hunt-
ers for purchase of certi-
fied non-lead ammunition.

What’s new?. . .
Continued
from previous page.

         A family farm         producing local food,            providing local jobs
               and a way    of life      for this generation   and for       those to come.

5605 State Route 30, Schoharie, NY 12157

518-295-7139 • schoharievalleyfarms.com

503 W503 W503 W503 W503 West Main St.,est Main St.,est Main St.,est Main St.,est Main St.,
CobleskillCobleskillCobleskillCobleskillCobleskill

518-254-0019518-254-0019518-254-0019518-254-0019518-254-0019

HUNTERS -
We are open for breakfast

• BAGELS • PASTRIES
• COFFEE

• BREAKFAST
SANDWICHES

and more!
Eat in or Take out

Open 7 daysOpen 7 daysOpen 7 daysOpen 7 daysOpen 7 days
6am-7pm6am-7pm6am-7pm6am-7pm6am-7pm

WOODBECK
LIQUOR SLIQUOR SLIQUOR SLIQUOR SLIQUOR STTTTTOREOREOREOREORE

668 E. Main Street • Cobleskill, NY 12043
Open Mon.-Sat. 9am-9pm; Sun. 12-5pm

518-234-7123

SERVING
SCHOHARIE COUNTY

SINCE 1947

A sincere Thank You from the Woodbeck/Lawyer familes

for your continued patronage.

We try to honor
all special requests.

Check us out on
Facebook
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These Canada geese crowded a field in Carlisle
last week.

239 W239 W239 W239 W239 WESTESTESTESTEST M M M M MAINAINAINAINAIN S S S S STREETTREETTREETTREETTREET, C, C, C, C, COBLESKILLOBLESKILLOBLESKILLOBLESKILLOBLESKILL  518.234.2332  518.234.2332  518.234.2332  518.234.2332  518.234.2332

We carry hunting accessories
to help you bag a trophy buck

Deer Corn
 Mineral Licks

Deer Plot Seed
Deer Scents & Accessories

Home of the
Hot Mess!

Valley Market Plaza • 4448 Rte 30, Middleburgh, NY 12122

Open Thurs. 11am-7pm; Fri., Sat. 11am-8pm; Sun. Noon-6pm

• Brisket
• Ribs
• Pulled Pork
    & More!

SerSerSerSerServing Beer &ving Beer &ving Beer &ving Beer &ving Beer &
WineWineWineWineWine

Masters

of the

Pig Roast

Seafood SpecialsEvery FridayAlso Steak/Chopson Saturdays

Weekly Specials

518-827-7111
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The two most important
things you can do as a
hunter to ensure effective
management of New
York’s deer herd are to
har vest at least one
antlerless deer per year
and to report all the deer
you harvest.

DEC relies on hunters to
harvest antlerless deer to
help keep deer popula-
tions and wildlife habitat
healthy.

Hunter reports of har-
vested deer are also the
only source of two critical
pieces of information that
guide DEC’s manage-
ment - when and where
deer are taken.

These data are used to
estimate the number of
deer harvested in each
WMU throughout the

State which guides future
management actions.

In 2022, only 46% of suc-
cessful deer hunters re-
ported their harvest even
though it is critical to
DEC’s deer management
and is required by law.

Help steward New
York’s deer herd by follow-
ing through on your re-
sponsibility to tag your
deer and report your har-
vests this hunting season
- Take It · Tag It · Report
It.

Chronic Wasting Dis-
ease

Chronic Wasting Dis-
ease (CWD) is spreading
across the country and, if
introduced to New York,

Do your part
to help manage
state’s deer herd

Continued
on next page.

We Will Design Your Kitchen

We now carry Mantra and 
Fieldstone Cabinetry

We offer Blanco products 
for sinks and faucets

IRON SKILLET SEASONINGS

ironskilletseasonings.com
Hometown Provisions   832 Hollenbeck Road   Worcester, NY 12197

A Complete Line of Game Meat Seasonings
Wholesale programs available for qualified distributors

607-435-7171

Game Meat
Seasonings Times-Journal:

Real news, real journalism
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 could permanently im-
pact our deer population

Do your part. . .
Continued
from previous page.

and hunting tradition.
CWD is always fatal to
deer and is practically im-
possible to eliminate once
established. The most ef-

fective strategy is to pre-
vent CWD from entering
New York in the first place.
Hunters can help protect
New York’s deer herd

from CWD by taking the
following steps:
• If you hunt white-

tailed deer, mule deer,
elk, moose, caribou, or
other deer species outside
of New York, debone the
venison and follow the le-
gal requirements for other
parts of the carcass be-

fore bringing them back
to New York. See CWD
Regulations for Hunters.
DEC will confiscate and
destroy illegally imported
carcasses and parts.
• Avoid natural deer

A whitetail peers through the brush in Cobleskill.

Continued
on next page.

COMPUTERIZED
4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT

ANDY’S
AUTO & ALIGNMENT

Andrew Reightmyer - owner  Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm
518-827-5900

• Tires • Brakes
• Suspension • Exhaust

139 Main St., Middleburgh, NY

HUNTERS WELCOME!

Join Us forJoin Us forJoin Us forJoin Us forJoin Us for
HACKY W EDNESDAYS

ALL WINES & CHAMPAGNES
10% OFF

Open Mon-Sat
10am-8pm;

Sun 12-5pm

W

107 Railroad Ave.
Middleburgh

(518) 827-5227
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urine scent lures and at-
tractants. CWD can
spread through the bodily
fluids (saliva, feces,
urine) of infected deer
before they appear sick.
CWD prions (abnormal
proteins) bind to soil and
plants where they can re-
main infectious for years.
There is no way to ensure
that natural deer urine
products are free of

Do your part. . .

Brian Goodfellow photographed this buck en-
joying an apple in Summit.

prions. Use synthetic al-
ternatives instead.
• Hunt only wild

deer and suppor t fair
chase hunting principles.
CWD is commonly spread
through deer transported
between high-fence facili-
ties.
• Report any deer

that appears sick or is act-
ing abnormally to DEC.

Use Non-Lead Am-
munition

When lead and lead-
core bullets strike a deer,

hundreds of tiny lead par-
ticles scatter throughout
the tissue-up to 18 inches
from the wound. Some of
these fragments are too
small to be seen, felt,
tasted, or removed.

These lead par ticles
can ruin the quality and
yield of game meat and
pose a risk to human con-
sumers and scavenging
animals. DEC encour-
ages deer hunters to use
alternative non-lead am-
munition (see Ammuni-
tion: Non-lead or Lead?).

Continued
from previous page.

CELLAR 77CELLAR 77CELLAR 77CELLAR 77CELLAR 77
Hours: Sun 12-5; Mon-Wed 9-8; Thurs-Sat 9-9

Price Chopper Plaza, Cobleskill

HUNTERS!!!
Stock Up On Your Liquor with Us!

We ARE Your
Destination
for Wine,

Liquor
and Everything

in between!

�

848 East Main Street
Cobleskill NY 12043
(518)234-4466

WE HAVE
WHAT YOU NEED

HERE
AT

PANGMANS!
Are you getting ready to move snow this winter?
We have Ariens Snow Throwers already in stock.

Looking for something to plow with?
We have ATVs and Side by Sides for hunting, working and playing!

Already have one? That’s great! Stop by and ask us about putting a plow on
your current unit. Or let us outfit your machine to make you more

comfortable on the trails or at home. We sell and install full enclosures, plows
and TONS of Hunting
accessories to make
your days out in the

woods that much easier.
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While statistics show
hunting in New York is
safer than ever, mistakes
are made every year. DEC
believes every hunting-
related shooting incident
is preventable, and Com-
missioner Basil Seggos
encourages hunters to use
common sense this sea-
son and to remember
what they learned in their

DEC Hunter Education
Course.

Firearms safety:
• Point your gun in a

safe direction.
• Treat every gun as

if it were loaded.
• Be sure of your tar-

get and beyond.
• Keep your finger

off the trigger un-
til ready to shoot.

In addition to blaze or-
ange or pink being re-
quired for hunting big
game with firearms, DEC
encourages small game
hunters to wear blaze or-
ange or blaze pink.

Wearing orange or pink
prevents other hunters
from mistaking a person
for an animal or shooting
in a hunter’s direction.
Hunters wearing blaze
orange are seven times
less likely to be shot.

For more information
and other impor tant
safety tips, visit DEC’s
website and watch videos
about hunter safety. For
more information about
getting outdoors safely
and responsibly, visit
DEC’s website.

Stats show hunting is safe,
but there’s still work to do

In Duanesburg for 6 years, Andy has owned
and operated Outlander Survival Supply...

the names don’t tell the whole story.
This is a 100% Hunting business that has

guns, ammo and the lost art of gunsmithing.

10% down, 30 day layaway
Buy, Sell, Trade Consignment Guns

Outlander Survival Supply

Hunt, Fish, Trap, Survive

5456 Western Turnpike, Duanesburg
(518) 895-6000

AndysAmmoNY@aol.com
Stop by...Let’s Talk Hunting!

Hours: Mon-Fri 10-6:30; Sat 10-2; Sun closed

Andy Lucks, owner

GUNS, AMMO,
SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT

AND GUNSMITHING

4

• COBLESKILL
• MIDDLEBURGH
• WARNERVILLE
• WORCESTER

GREAT
LOCATIONS:

Visit us at www.NAPAonline.comMon.-Fri. 7-5:30; Sat. 8-4

MID VALLEY AUTO PARTS
158 Wells Ave., Middleburgh

 (518) 827-5511

Come See Us for Your

HUNTING SPICES!

We also carry
a line of
Iron Skillet
Seasonings
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With deer hunting sea-
sons that span four
months, vastly dif ferent
habitat types, and nearly 4
million acres of public land
to be explored, New York
State offers unique oppor-
tunities for hunters to pur-
sue white-tailed deer.

Although natural vegeta-
tion and crops got off to a
slow start due to unusually
dry conditions during the
months of May and June,
above average levels of pre-
cipitation and tempera-
tures throughout the
month of July have im-
proved deer forage quality
across most of the state.

However, some areas of
western New York and
Long Island are still expe-
riencing moderate
drought conditions and a
late frost in May along with
localized outbreaks of
spongy moth may affect
the production of certain
crops (ex. apples) and hard
mast (ex. acorns) in some
areas this fall.

In response to growing
deer populations in many
areas of the state, DEC has
increased the availability
of deer management per-
mits (DMPs) (i.e.,
antlerless deer tags) or
maintained them at similar

levels to last year for the
hunting season.

DMPs are the primary
tool used by DEC to man-
age deer populations and
are available to hunters
through an instant lottery
process beginning August
1 and ending October 1.

Hunters should consult
DEC’s table of DMP tar-
gets and chances of selec-
tion before purchasing
their license. Use of DMPs
by hunters helps ensure
that deer populations do
not exceed habitat carry-
ing capacity or levels of
social acceptability (ex.
farmers experiencing crop
damage), and limits the
need for DEC to use other
methods to reduce deer
impacts.

DMPs also provide addi-
tional opportunities for
hunters to extend their
time afield and fill their
freezers with venison.

Statewide, DEC antici-
pates the total antlered
buck harvest this fall will
be similar to last year. How-
ever, the age distribution
of bucks available to hunt-

Outlining
basics for
deer hunting

Continued
on next page.

BUFFO CAR WASH
2530 Hwy. Rte. 20, Carlisle, NY

 BAYS BIG ENOUGH FOR
TRACTOR TRAILERS, RVS, BOATS & MORE!

OPEN

24 HOURS

A DAY

FREE
• Multi-Check • Road Test
• Towing/Major Repair (20 mile radius)
• 90 days 3,000 miles –
   5yr. 100,000 mile warranty
• Computer Analysis

TRANSMISSION

AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION
SERVICE GROUP

Nationwide
Warranty

SPECIALIZING IN:
All Automatics, Standards, Foreign & Domestic, Clutches, 4x4s, Axles

AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION
REBUILDERS ASSOCIATION

BUFFOMATIC
Shawn Buffo, Owner

“Your Transmission Is Our Specialty”
Founded by Richard Buffo Sr., 1975

To Better Serve You See Our Locations At:
• BUFFOMATIC TRANSMISSION

2340 Rte. 20, Carlisle • (518) 234-4632

• BUFFOMATIC TRANSMISSION II
26 Rte. 9W, Albany • (518) 434-4763

• TRUCK SHOP
26 Plank Rd., Glenmont • (518) 434-1200

• CONVERTERS REBUILDING FACILITY
26 Plank Rd., Glenmont • 1-877-572-1200
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-ters continues to improve.
Although a mandatory

antler point restriction
continues in a few WMUs,
in the rest of the state
where hunters can choose
the buck they want to har-

vest, most are continuing
to choose to harvest older
bucks.

Based on DEC’s deer
population monitoring,
the buck har vest has
shifted from more than 70
percent yearlings a
couple decades ago to
greater than 60 percent
2.5-year-old or older
bucks in recent years.

If you are interested in
seeing more larger, older-
aged bucks and experi-
encing greater buck ac-
tivity during the breeding
season, DEC recom-
mends practicing and en-
couraging other hunters
to Let Young Bucks Go
and Watch Them Grow.

Harvesting antlerless
deer instead of young
bucks contributes more
to deer management and
can increase hunter satis-
faction through increased
viewing of and opportuni-
ties to harvest older-aged
bucks.

Expanded Hunting
Opportunities

Deer harvest data and
feedback from hunters
has continued to demon-
strate the benefits of ex-
panded hunting opportu-
nities established in 2021,
and deer hunters will con-
tinue to enjoy these oppor-
tunities during the 2024-
25 seasons as well as new

opportunities to use rifles
to hunt big game in
Onondaga County.

1. Onondaga was
added to the list of coun-
ties where rifles can be
used to take big game
during the regular season
in 2023.

2. 12- and 13-year old
hunters may hunt deer
with a firearm or crossbow
in counties that passed a
local law to participate in
the opportunity. See Jun-
ior Big Game Hunting for
a map of par ticipating
counties.

3. Antler less -only
deer season in mid-Sep-
tember, using firearms,
crossbows, and vertical
bows in WMUs 3M, 3R,
8A, 8F, 8G, 8J, 8N, 9A, and
9F, and using only vertical
bows in WMUs 1C, 3S, 4J,
and 8C. Only DMPs and
DMAP tags may be used.

4. Daily hunting
hours for deer and bear
extended to 30 minutes
before sunrise until 30
minutes after sunset.

5. Holiday Deer
Hunt remains an exten-
sion of the late bow and
muzzleloader season from
December 26 - January 1
in the Southern Zone.
Hunters and other
recreationists are encour-
aged to Share the Snow.

Outlining basics. . .
Continued from
previous page.

HUNTING • FISHING
SHOOTING
TRAPPING

Buy • Sell
• Trade

 • Scope Mounting
& Bore Sighting

• Powder  • Primers
• Wads • Knives
• Game Cameras

   & Calls

For All Your Sporting Needs

We Carry Pete Rickard
and Black Widow Scents & Lures

Tues.-Fri. 9-5; Sat. 9-12
**Call for Extended Hours During November**

MIKE &
NANCY SPENELLO,

 OWNER

• Holsters and Lots of Other Gear!
25+ YEARS

EXPERIENCE

116 France Lane, Cobleskill

518-234-2400

www.cobleskilloutdoorsports.com

Middleburgh Diner
The Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner Place For Family Dining

Daily Specials
Take-Out

Banquet Room
Small Parties

Meetings
Up To 60 ppl

MiddleburghDiner.com
122 Main St. (St. Rte. 145)
(518) 827-5182

Mon-Thurs: 6:30am-6:00pm
Fri-Sat: 6:30am-7:00pm
Sun: 7:00am-6:00pm

Serving Our Valuable Customers Since 1948

Beer & Wine
Fine Desserts
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Season dates, bag limits
and other hunting regula-
tions for New York’s small
game species are avail-
able in the Hunting and
Trapping Regulations
Guide, which can be ob-
tained from a license-issu-
ing agent or on DEC’s
website at dec.ny.gov.

Ruffed Grouse
Ruffed grouse hunting

season runs from October
1 through the last day of
February in most parts of
the state. In Northern New
York, the season opened
on September 20, and
runs through the last day
of February.

Ruffed grouse hunters in
the Northern Zone are re-
minded to positively iden-
tify quarry before shoot-
ing. The Northern Zone,
specifically Wildlife Man-
agement Units 5C, 5F, 6F
and 6J, is also home to the
spruce grouse, a State-en-
dangered species that is
illegal to hunt. Loss of a
single spruce grouse, par-
ticularly a female, could be
a significant setback for a
small local population. For
tips on how to discern the
two species, view the
Hunting and Trapping
Regulations Guide or the
ruffed grouse hunting in-
formation page on DEC’s
website.

DEC encourages ruffed
grouse hunters to take
part in the grouse hunting
log program and submit
feathers from harvested
birds to assess recruit-

ment (number of young
produced per adult female
grouse) for different parts
of the state. Interested
hunters should visit the
DEC website.

Pheasant Season
Prior to hunting seasons

DEC will release adult
pheasants on lands open to
public hunting for the up-
coming fall pheasant hunt-
ing season. The pheasant

The habitat for gray
squirrels is excellent in
Schoharie and sur-
rounding counties.

Many opportunities for small game

Continued
on next page.

Don’t Forget Your Hunting Partner...Your ATV!

Visit
POOR BOYZ

1,000s of Parts In Stock! • ATV • Snowmobile • UTV • Motorcycle • Trailers
 Batteries
 Tires & Tubes
 Wheels & Bearings
 Control Cables
 Sprockets
 Sparkplugs
 Plows

 Belts
 Tracks
 Carbides
 Chains

 Engine Parts
 Helmets
 Bulbs
 Oils

P O W E R S P O R T S
Middleburgh, New York

ATV Plows,
Winches &
Tire Chains

We Install
What We Sell

Rte. 145, 2 miles south of Middleburgh • (518) 827-8388

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9-6; Sat. 9-4;
Closed Sun.

Get Your Snowmobile
Ready for Winter!

Used
Machines

Over 20 Years
in Business

SAFE, SECURE
INDOOR

STORAGE
Free up space in your garage!

Have your machine ready
when you want to ride it!

ATV • Motorcycle
• Snowmobile • UTV

NO: Dead Battery,
Rodents Chewing Wires,

Sun Fade or Mold

POWER SPORTS
For All Your Parts
& Service Needs!
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hunting season begins:
October 1, in northern

and eastern portions of
New York.

October 19, in central
and western portions of
the state.

November 1, on Long
Island.

An interactive map of
statewide pheasant re-
lease sites, approximate
timing of stocking, and
number of birds stocked,
can be found on DEC’s
website.

Squirrel and Rabbit
Opportunities to pursue

squirrels and rabbits can
be found throughout the
state, including on many
public lands. Squirrel sea-
sons started September 1
in Upstate New York and
begin November 1 on
Long Island. Rabbit hunt-
ing begins on October 1
in Upstate New York and
on November 1 on Long

Rabbit season begins October 1.

Island. With ample oppor-
tunities and mild weather,
squirrel and rabbit hunt-
ing are great ways to in-
troduce novices to hunt-
ing.

Snowshoe hare (or vary-
ing hare) season starts
October 1 in the North-
ern Zone. Hare hunters in
the Southern Zone, where
the season starts in late
fall or early winter, are en-
couraged to report their
obser vations to DEC
through the DEC website.

Wild turkey
Wild turkeys can be

found throughout the
state but reach their high-
est densities in landscapes
that have a mix of forests,
old fields, and farmlands.
The statewide fall season
bag limit is one bird of ei-
ther sex. Hunting hours
are sunrise to sunset.

Continued
from previous page.

Small game. . .

DEER PROCESSING

(518) 858-7614

Located  at
209 Main St.,

Richmondville, NY

- Sausage
- Salami
- Summer Sausage
- Jerky
- Smoked Venison Sticks

CUT & WRAPPED
FINISHED PRODUCT
 ALL VACUUM SEALED

BUFFO SELF STORAGE
2504 St. Rte. 20, Carlisle, NY

518-817-1891     buffostorage.com

5x10  $45/month     10x10  $55/month     10x20  $80/month/  /
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By Moria and Keith
Tidball

Our traditions, the very
social fabric of who we are
as a species, have been in-
formed by our hunting
heritage.

Archaeological findings
show brain size of early
humans increased with
the adaptation of tools,
social skills and cooking
meat over fire.

For 99 percent of human
history, hunting and an-
gling have played an im-
portant and significant
role in the social and emo-
tional lives of people.

For many families, hunt-
ing has remained a strong
family tradition passed
down from generation to
generation.  Though tech-
niques and methods have
changed, the essence of
our hunting traditions con-
tinues, providing not only
food for the table but sto-
ries and histories for those
gathered around the
table.

Thankfully, there are
mentor programs to re-
learn this connection to
nature and our food, such
as NYS DEC’s Becoming
an Outdoors Woman Pro-
gram, 4-H shooting
Sports, hiring a NYS li-
censed guide and DEC’s
special hunting opportuni-

ties for youth and veterans.
If you can, mentor a new

hunter and continue our
long hunting heritage and
tradition.  Show and teach
a new hunter, young or
older, how to successfully
harvest and animal and
how to safely process the
meat.

Not only is wild game
meat a way to connect with
our hunting heritage and
traditions, it also is an ex-
cellent source of lean,
healthy protein.

Because wild game
meat is lean, it requires
specific cooking tech-
niques to ensure the meat
is tender and flavorful,
such as brining, marinat-
ing, braising, and not over-
cooking steaks.  Too of-
ten, people say that wild-
caught meat tastes
‘gamey’ or is tough, yet
with proper preparation,
this is not the case.

We can look back to
hunting and wild game
cooking traditions to find
ways to both overcome
leeriness about wild game
and to actually prepare
gourmet meals.

To help accomplish this,
we forged a partnership
between Cornell
University’s Department
of Natural Resources and
Environment and Cornell
Cooperative Extension
(CCE) county associa-
tions in the Finger Lakes
region.

Consistent with the
motto of ‘putting knowl-
edge to work,’ we created
CCE’s Wild Harvest Table
program as an educa-
tional resource to help
people prepare wild game
and fis that he whole fam-
ily and enjoy.

It celebrates the culi-
nar y bounty that wild
game and fish represent
across the state.

The Wild Harvest Gable
is not just another source
of wild game recipes; the
program provides useful
and difficult-to-get nutri-
tional information about
game meat and wild game
recipes.

For more recipes and
nutritional for wild game
and fish, go to www.
wildharvesttable.com.

Wild game provides
many culinary treats

Collision Repair

Paintless Dent Repair

Glass Replacement

EnEnEnEnEnvirvirvirvirvironmentallyonmentallyonmentallyonmentallyonmentally
FFFFFriendlyriendlyriendlyriendlyriendly

Like us
on Facebook

518-294-0029

Hours: 8am-5pm Mon.-Fri.
1182 Route 7, Richmondville • whbcollision.comTimes-Journal:

All the news you need
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Millions of individuals across
the globe are avid hunters.

The passion many of those
people have for hunting began
on their first childhood hunting
trip, and countless hunters
fondly recall this milestone mo-
ment in their lives.

If there’s a first time for ev-
erything, parents know that
kids’ initial forays into any activ-
ity comes with ups and downs.

Hunting is no exception to that
trend, but parents can consider
these measures as they prepare
their youngsters to go hunting
for the first time.

• Emphasize the importance
of safety.

Safety is of the utmost impor-
tance on any hunting trip. Kids
should be aware of all safety pro-
tocols pertaining to their guns
and the hunting grounds.

Hunter’s education courses
can teach kids about hunting
safety, but parents can quiz
youngsters in the days leading
up to the trip to reinforce safety
protocols.

• Explain how hunting trips
typically unfold.

Hunting has been around a
long time.

According to Britannica, hunt-
ing as many know it today began
in ancient Greece. Various game
were hunted to provide food, fuel
and materials to make clothing
and blankets.

In the Middle Ages, hunting
was the privilege of nobility and
linked to land ownership. Hunt-
ing is now strictly regulated in
many countries and is typically
used as a way to control wildlife
populations that would other-
wise overrun certain areas.

Hunting limits and clearly de-
fined hunting seasons are often
spelled out in detail in local hunt-
ing laws.

Wildlife commissions across
states, provinces and territories
set up strict time periods that
govern which game can be
hunted. Legislation also dictates
size limits and the amount of
game that can be killed.

The North Carolina Wildlife
Resources Commission breaks
down hunting seasons into big
game, waterfowl, small game,
and webless migratory game
birds.

Seasons vary depending on
where hunters live.

The hunting education re-
source Hunter-Ed says hunting
seasons are determined by the
type of animal, the environment
and animal characteristics like
mating season.

Wildlife biologists in various
regions study animal populations
and make recommendations on
hunting seasons.

“Open season” is when a spe-
cies may be legally hunted, and
tends to coincide with when the
population of that species is at its
highest, without interfering with
breeding times.

Many hunters eagerly await
“opening day” so they can start
their hunting right away.

The season is “closed” when
hunters are no longer allowed to
go after that game. Food short-
ages, extreme temperatures and
low population numbers may af-
fect season duration.

Archery seasons tend to begin
before firearm seasons in many
states. Hunting outside of sea-
sons is known as poaching and is
punishable by law.

Turkey is typically hunted in
the spring or fall. Migratory wa-
terfowl hunting tends to open in
late September and early Octo-
ber.

The seasons to hunt deer, and
their close cousins like caribou,
moose and reindeer, open in late
September and early October,
continuing into November for
firearms hunting.

However, according to the
hunting guide
CleverHunters.com, deer sea-
sons open up in the summer in
Florida, South Carolina and
Idaho.

Hunters will be required to
obtain a hunting license.

At the time of licensure, hunt-
ers also may be given tags for
their game animals.

A tag is a physical permit the
hunter carries with him or her
that must be attached to an ani-
mal immediately after it is felled.

Hunters are reigned in by the
number of tags they have,
which will coordinate with game
limits.

The tag will need to be com-
pleted with the date and time of
harvest and the location.

To learn more about hunting
seasons where you live, contact
your local fish and wildlife orga-
nization or visit
www.huntingseason hq.com for
a state-by-state listing of hunting
seasons.

Giving kids an idea of how a
hunting trip may unfold is an-
other good idea.

Explain the timing of the trip
and why it’s beginning when it is.

Kids without such knowledge
may be less enthusiastic about
early morning hunting excur-
sions if they don’t understand
why they need to get out of bed
early on a day off.

But they might be more ex-
cited if they recognize they’re
more likely to see wildlife and
enjoy a successful trip if they’re
willing to sacrifice sleeping in.

• Bring some extra activities
for kids to do.

Screens are a no-no, as they
could deter wildlife.

But hunting requires patience,
which is not exactly a virtue many
youngsters possess.

So bring some books along or
encourage kids to keep a diary of
their first trip, describing it in de-
tail so they have something to
look back on as they get older.

• Purchase comfortable hunt-
ing attire.

Kids will likely be wearing new
attire on their first trip, so parents

should have them try the cloth-
ing on prior to the trip.

When shopping for hunting
clothing, make sure it meets all
safety standards and is func-
tional for hunters, but don’t over-
look comfort.

Hunting involves a lot of wait-
ing, and the trip will be more
enjoyable for everyone if kids

are comfortable throughout the
slow periods.

• Recognize the day could be
emotional.

A child’s first hunting trip can
be an emotional roller coaster,
as kids may feel excited, bored,
nervous, sad, and even guilty at
any point during the day.

Parents must allow kids to

express any of these emotions
during the day and emphasize
that it’s alright to express their
emotions.

A child’s first hunting trip is a
milestone moment.

Parents can take steps lead-
ing up to the trip to ensure their
children are ready for what’s to
come.

Hunting season has
long, varied history

First-timers: It’s essential to prep kids
before they take to the woods
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A doe keeps a watchful eye in midsummer.

Wise Shoppers Look in the Classifieds.

108 Division St., Cobleskill • 518-234-2515
Email: tjournalclassified@yahoo.com

TIMES-JOURNALTIMES-JOURNALTIMES-JOURNALTIMES-JOURNALTIMES-JOURNAL

Shoppers who know a bargain
when they see one use the Classifieds.

It’s easy to place an ad or find the items you want, and
it’s used by hundreds of area shoppers every day.

Classified Ad Deadline is 4:00pm Tuesday.

24 HOUR  POWER
PROTECTION

SALES • INSTALLATION • SERVICE

AARON’S ELECTRIC, Inc.

Licensed Master Electrician ~ Over 35 Years of Experience

AUTOMATIC STANDBY GENERATORS

518-827-7393

n e v e r  b e  w i t h o u t  p o w e r  a g a i n

Certified Technician • Email: aaronselectric@midtel.net

We Offer General Maintenance, Service & Repair
New Sales and Installation

JOE’S SPORTS CENTER
34603 St. Hwy 23 • PO Box 430, Grand Gorge, NY 12434

(607) 652-3459  Call for hours
www.Joessportscenter.com

Rifle Range • Hunting Licenses
Over 200 Guns In Stock • 80+ Handguns

Call us to sign up for the
18 hour NYS Safety Course

Like us on
facebook
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www.franksgunshops.com

FRANK’S GUN SHOP
3831 Route 30, Amsterdam

518-883-5053
The Great Outdoors Starts Here!!

Ammo
Handguns,Longguns

Muzzleloaders

Hunting and
Fishing Supplies

Reloading Supplies

Deer Lure
Game Calls

Rocky Boots and
Clothing

We are a family-run business that began in 1982.
We carry brands such as Kimber, S&W, Ruger, Benelli, Glock, Sig Sauer and more.

Over 400 Hand Guns and 800 Long Guns in stock at all time.
We also do minor gunsmithing.

WE HAVE IT ALL!WE HAVE IT ALL!WE HAVE IT ALL!
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